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B. Problem Passages Explained (Page 197) 
In theological circles, those who deny eternal security are called Arminians   
after the Dutch theologian Jacob (James) Arminius (1560-1609). Most groups 
coming from the Wesleyan tradition such as Methodists are Arminian in that 
they disagree with eternal security. This issue is not among the fundamentals 
of the faith, but the security of the believer is among the most important     
doctrines that divide believers. Thinking Arminians use Bible texts to prove a 
Christian can lose salvation. However, each of these texts can also be 
interpreted in ways that are completely compatible with the doctrine of eternal     
security. 
1. Psa 51:11 (See also Judg. 16:20 and 1 Sam 16:14.) 

Do not cast me away from thy presence, and do not take thy Holy 
Spirit from me [Psa 51:11]. 

David seems worried that the Holy Spirit would leave him. Under the Law 
system the Holy Spirit did not indwell every believer (John 7:39) nor had 
God promised the Holy Spirit would indwell forever (e.g., John 14:16-17). 
Unlike the Spirit’s ministry since Pentecost (Acts 2), the Holy Spirit might 
depart from a believer under the Law of Moses. This would result in 
ineffective living and ministry but not a loss of salvation. Another 
interpretation would take “spirit” as a reference to David’s own spirit. He 
would be saying, “Please do not take the spirit of holiness away from my 
life”. In other words, do not let me loose strong conviction over sin or the 
desire for holiness in my life. Don't give up on me. Keep convicting me and 
making me want     holiness. Chapter Ten, “Pneumatology”, includes 
detailed studies on the changes in the Holy Spirit’s ministry since Pentecost 
(in Acts 2).75 

2. Eze 33:12-20 (See also Eze 3:20; 18:20.) 
“And you, son of man, say to your fellow citizens, ‘The righteousness 
of a righteous man will not deliver him in the day of his transgression, 
and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he will not stumble because 
of it in the day when he turns from his wickedness; whereas a 
righteous man will not be able to live by his righteousness on the day 
when he commits sin.’ When I say to the righteous he will surely live, 
and he so trusts in his righteousness that he commits iniquity, none 
of his righteous deeds will be remembered; but in that same iniquity 
of his which he has committed he will die” [Eze 33:12-13]. 

Ezekiel’s warnings about death from sin involve physical death (either 
capital punishment as in 18:20, or death in war with Israel’s enemies). 
Ezekiel 33 concerns a predicted attack with a “sword upon the land” (v. 2). 
God promised deliverance for those living in righteousness at the time of         
destruction. He warns of death for those living in wickedness. The question 

                                                           
75 An alternative view would hold that the Holy Spirit did indwell all Old Testament believers. He would also come upon leaders 
for special empowerment. One could conclude that David fears a loss of this special anointing of the Holy Spirit for leaders. 
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of eternal salvation is not the issue here. Death refers to physical death   
because of sin. Several other references that can be misunderstood may also 
concern physical life or death. 

3. Matt 24:13 (See also Matt 10:22; Mark 13:13; Luke 21:19.)  
“But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved” [Matt 24:13]. 
“By your endurance you will gain your lives” [Luke 21:19]. 

Salvation in these verses could be physical deliverance or spiritual 
deliverance. With either interpretation the key to understanding is putting 
the statement in its tribulational setting. The Lord refers to the period of 
suffering just before the Second Coming. Matt 24:21 says, “...for then there 
will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of 
the world until now, nor ever shall.” This absolutely unique period will be a 
time of great persecution of believers with much loss of physical life. Also, 
everyone will be forced to demonstrate allegiance to the evil end-time 
dictator by accepting a bodily mark. Refusal of the mark is a certain 
indication of faith in Christ and will result in unavoidable suffering (Rev 
13:16-18). Thus, it can be said that those who endure persecution from the 
Antichrist gain spiritual salvation. This salvation does not come on the basis 
of the good work of endurance. Rather the decision to trust in Christ, even 
though it results in persecution, brings salvation. Endurance of persecution 
in the Tribulation will not earn or retain salvation, but it does demonstrate 
it. To believe will mean to endure suffering. To endure will mean to believe. 
All others will submit to worshiping a false Christ. It is difficult to know 
whether the Lord intends physical salvation or spiritual salvation. 
a. Physical Salvation (Rescue) from the Tribulation  

The Lord’s words might be taken as encouragement that the tribulation 
period has limited duration. It will not last indefinitely. Those who are 
able to endure persecution will find a rescue (physical salvation) by the 
Lord’s return to the earth at the end of the period.76 These may be words 
of hope and encouragement to tribulational saints. There will be an end 
to the ordeal. The Lord will return in power to destroy their tormentors 
and to rescue (save) believers from further suffering. 

b. Spiritual Salvation  
The NASB translation of Luke 21:19 seems to favor physical deliverance. 
In the Luke context v. 19 could even be a promise that those apostles 
still living in A.D. 70 would survive the destruction of Jerusalem even 
though some believers would die (v. 16). However, the Greek phraseology 
in Luke seems harder to limit to physical rescue (salvation) at the end of 
the tribulation period than is the parallel in Matt 24:13.  

“By your endurance you will gain your souls” [Luke 21:19 (literal 
translation)]. 

In Luke 21:16 the Lord says, “…they will put some of you to death.” Then 
                                                           
76 The end in this view refers to the end of the tribulation period. In the next view end refers to the end of life. 
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in v. 18 He says, “Yet, not a hair on your head will perish.” This sounds 
as if Christ intends to contrast physical death with spiritual salvation. 
“They may kill you, but they cannot really harm you spiritually.” 
Assuming Luke 21:19 refers to a spiritual salvation, it still could not 
possibly be referring to a loss of salvation. If it does, it would also be 
teaching good works earn salvation. Clearly, there has to be a better way 
to understand these two passages. As a background, we must first 
consider the nature of saving faith and the conditions in the tribulation 
period. 
1) Saving Faith  

Genuine believers are kept in faith. Believers believe. A more complete 
discussion of this conclusion will occur under a following problem 
passage (1 Cor 15:1-2; Col 1:21-23). Jesus says in John 10:5 that his 
sheep “do not know the voice of strangers.” A Christian might deny 
faith to others in situations of embarrassment or danger as did Peter. 
However, Peter never denied Christ to God the Father or denied Christ 
in his own heart. Genuine believers do not deny Christ is the Son of 
God or that He died for our sins and rose again. In the conditions of 
the Tribulation, this means that genuine believers will not worship the 
Antichrist or accept his mark. 
 
 
 

2) Tribulational Conditions  
When the Tribulation begins everyone on earth will be unsaved.77    
After the Antichrist assumes dictatorial powers over the world, he will 
force all people to choose between worshiping himself or worshiping 
the true Christ (Matt 24:15; 2 Thes 2:4; Rev 13:15-18). Also, God will 
indirectly participate in the process. Those who will not receive the 
truth of Christ will be blinded so as to believe the Antichrist’s lies      
(2 Thes 2:11-12). Pressures, both Satanic and divine, will force all 
people to choose. During the Tribulation, some who began the period 
as unsaved will turn to faith in Christ (the saints mentioned in Daniel 
and Revelation, e.g., Rev 7:9, 14). Virtually no other time in world  
history will faith be required to be demonstrated in such a permanent 
and irrevocable way. The decision to accept the beast’s mark is a final 
unchangeable rejection of Christ. All unbelievers will eventually give 
in to the Antichrist’s power and worship him, sealing their choice with 
a bodily mark. By contrast, only believers and all believers will refuse. 
A true believer will not be able to reject Christ in such a permanent 
and final sense. Instead, believers will demonstrate faith by rejecting 
the mark and incurring the hatred of the Antichrist. Of the tribulation 

                                                           
77 This, of course, assumes the pretribulational Rapture. See Chapter 12, Eschatology. 
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period it will be true to say that those who are still enduring the 
beast’s persecution at the end are the genuinely saved ones. They do 
not earn or keep salvation by perseverance. They reveal or display 
their faith. Saving faith leads to refusal to worship the beast and     
accept his permanent mark of allegiance. The individuals who refuse 
to worship the beast through to the end of the Tribulation are the 
identical individuals who gain salvation by trusting Christ instead. 
Because of the choice to trust Christ and thereby reject Antichrist, 
they have inevitable suffering, but they also have gained salvation. 
Those who choose faith in Christ will endure suffering and likely 
death, but will also gain their souls by their choice. Those who choose 
to worship the beast and accept his mark do not lose salvation; they 
demonstrate they never had salvation. We could paraphrase Jesus’ 
words this way: “those who persevere to the end against the Antichrist 
are the saved ones.” The truth can also be stated, “He that is saved 
will endure”. This gives the same truth but with different emphasis. It 
would emphasize that every true believer will reject worshiping the 
Antichrist and suffer for that choice. Instead Jesus wanted to stress 
the positive. These will gain salvation by their choice to accept Christ 
(not Antichrist) even though it will entail persecution and often death. 

4. Matt 25:30 (See also Matt 8:11-12.)  
“And cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that 
place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth” [Matt 25:30]. 
 

Here we have a case of a servant ending up in outer darkness. Is this a 
warning of a Christian losing salvation? The church does not begin until 
Acts 2. Though many of the Lord’s teachings look forward to the church 
dispensation, many other statements are directed at Israel. In a sense all 
Jews were servants of God, but not all Jews were saved. Many had no faith. 
Thus, a Jewish servant of God could end up in punishment. However, this 
would not be an example of a believer in Christ losing salvation. The context 
of Matt 8:12 proves the Lord has unbelieving Israel in mind. 

5. John 15:1-8 
“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 
bears fruit, He prunes it, that it may bear more fruit. You are already 
clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, so neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, 
you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears 
much fruit; for apart from Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not 
abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they 
gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
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it shall be done for you. By this is My Father glorified, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples” [John 15:1-8].  

The cut and discarded branch of John 15 has been taken to be a believer 
who loses salvation. However, there are other views, which handle the    
passage in ways that preserve eternal security. It could be an explanation of 
the departure of Judas from the apostolic company, or it could be a warning 
about the believer’s chastisement in this life. 
a. Judas as the Cut Branch  

Perhaps John 15 is closely directed to the original listeners. The broken 
and discarded branch explains Judas’ departure earlier that same 
evening (see John 13:26-30). The call to abide directs the other apostles 
to remain in the faith and to keep true to Christ during His coming 
arrest, trial, and death. While lessons can be drawn for all times, many 
contextual clues show the Lord’s teaching is mainly addressed to those 
from the upper room who had just left the room and were moving 
towards the garden (cf. John 14:31 with 18:1). Meanwhile, Judas was 
betraying     Jesus and would soon die. Consider the many hints that the 
Lord is speaking primarily of the apostles:  

“…He (the Holy Spirit) will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you” [John 14:26]. 
“…you will bear witness also because you have been with me from 
the beginning” [John 15:27]. 
“They will make you outcasts from the synagogue…” [John 16:2]. 
“…And these things I did not say to you at the beginning because I 
was with you” [John 16:4b]. 
 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now” [John 16:12]. 
“I do not ask in behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe 
in Me through their word” [John 17:20]. 

The Upper Room Discourse seems directed primarily at the disciples. No 
Christian today was with the Lord “from the beginning” (John 15:27 or 
16:4). Even John 17:20, which mentions those in following generations 
who would believe in Christ because of the apostolic message, reinforces 
the idea that the Lord’s teachings are directed mainly at the apostles. If 
we view John 15 as primarily directed at the apostles, then the Lord is 
explaining Judas’ departure and commanding the remaining apostles to 
keep the faith in the dark days immediately ahead. 
John 15:2 speaks of a fruitless branch that is taken away.78 Though it is 
visibly connected to the vine (as outwardly Judas had been connected to 

                                                           
78 The phrase in Me seems to refer to outward association. There were two kinds of branches in Christ. First, dead branches who 
had no inner connection and no life. Second, branches with fruit who possessed a living connection on the inside. Only those in 
the second category could keep the command to abide. Dead branches have visible connection to Christianity but no life. They 
cannot abide in a relationship they do not possess. 
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Christ by association), there is no interchange of life from within. Life 
does not flow from the vine to this dead branch. Therefore, God takes it 
away (removes it). Though outwardly tied to Christ, Judas had never   
absorbed life from Christ. He is not an example of a believer who loses 
salvation. He is an example of one who is outwardly associated with 
Christianity but had no inward life. Verse two tells the disciples that the 
fruitless and dead Judas had just been removed from all association with 
Christ. He would also soon be taken away in death. 
The remaining disciples are like the branch that produces some fruit. In 
addition to mere outward association, they have an inner connection 
(union) with the Lord Jesus. Life flows from Him to them. They can 
expect pruning (hardships and chastisement) which will produce more 
fruit. 
In John 15:4 Jesus commands the remaining apostles to “abide in Me.” 
The command to “abide” includes an appeal to a deeper relationship of 
keeping all the Lord’s commandments. It is a command to absorb more 
intimate life from the vine. This is the definition of abide in 1 John 3:24. 
The command to abide includes more than the topic of salvation and   
encompasses obedience. (See John 15:5, 10.) However, the command to 
abide does not include less than the topic of salvation either.79 Abide 
means remain. While Jesus is telling His apostles to keep His          
commandments, He is also calling them to remain in the faith during the 
difficult times just ahead. 
Why would one who accepts Eternal Security think Jesus would need to 
tell the apostles to remain in faith? One of God’s methods for keeping  
believers in the faith (1 Pet 1:4-5) is by Scriptural commands to remain 
in the faith. In a hypothetical sense, one might lose faith and salvation 
with it were it not for God’s work of preserving a believer in the faith. If it 
were not for Jesus’ gracious warning and commands in John 15,       
perhaps the apostles would have abandoned their faith during this     
critical period. However, the Lord intended to keep them secure by not 
letting this happen. The very command for the disciples to remain (abide) 
in the faith exhibits God’s means of keeping these men in the faith     
during the dark night and fateful crucifixion day soon to come. Is this 
not what the Lord means in John 16:1? By application to modern times, 
we see that Scriptural commands to keep faith are not incompatible with 
the doctrine of eternal security. Commands to remain in faith in Christ 
are one means God uses to keep believers secure. When the Lord    

                                                           
79 In 1 John 4:15, “Abide in Him” seems to be the equivalent to being saved, perhaps also 1 John 2:6 (where “abide” equals “in 
Him” in v.5). In 1 John 3:24 to abide means to keep the Lord’s commandments. Both ideas may be included in John 15. Jesus is 
not telling unbelievers to enter salvation (though the text could be applied this way in modern sermons). He is commanding the 
saved apostles to remain in the relationship they already possess, i.e., keep the faith they have, and also to obey His 
commandments. It is not the case that Judas stopped abiding. Only the living branches could abide. They would abide by staying 
in faith and by obedience. There are two types of branches “in Me” (i.e., associated with Christ outwardly). Those connected 
visibly but lacking fruit are dead. Those connected visibly bearing some fruit are alive. Only the living branches have a union in 
which they could remain and grow deeper. 



151 
 

commanded the apostles to abide, He included both the ideas of 
remaining in the faith and keeping His commandments. 
This command is not really directed to Judas or people like him. Like a 
dead branch associated by connection to a vine, Judas had been       
outwardly connected to Jesus without any inner life. Judas will not abide 
because Judas cannot abide. One cannot keep what one does not have in 
the first place. Judas could not abide in Christ because He could not  
remain in a faith that had never begun. He could neither preserve a     
living union with Christ nor enter a more intimate union by keeping all 
Christ’s commandments. Judas is the dead branch thrown into the fire. 
He may illustrate a type of person today who is outwardly tied to Christ 
by association, such as church membership, but still lacks faith. 
Without faith there is no spiritual union. Such a person cannot abide 
because he cannot continue (abide) in a relationship he has not yet 
begun. He certainly cannot deepen that relationship by keeping the 
Lord’s       commandments unless he trusts in Christ. He will eventually, 
like Judas, be severed from all tenuous links that only appear to be tied 
to Christ and be thrown into flames. 
By interpreting John 15 closely in its original setting, we have found the 
text need not involve a genuine Christian who loses salvation. Judas is 
the dead branch. He did not lose salvation. He never had salvation. He 
did not abide and then lose salvation. He could not abide because he 
could not remain (much less deepen) in a relationship he never          
possessed. Judas is a warning for all those outwardly associating with 
the things of Christ but without real union by faith. 
 
Many who accept eternal security will not accept the above interpretation 
of John 15. They would prefer that fire not be a reference to eternal   
punishment. Neither would they understand the command to abide to 
include an appeal to remain in the faith. For them, fire speaks of loss of 
rewards and temporal chastisement of the believer. The call to abide is a 
call to deeper and full obedience that has nothing to do with remaining in 
the faith. While the author prefers the “Judas View,” this second view is 
worthy of respect. 

b. Warning of Chastisement, Loss of Rewards View 
Perhaps John 15 is not referring to a “Judas-type” who has associations 
with Christianity, but no faith. If Christ’s words exclusively concern     
believers, then He is warning believers to abide in a life of obedience and 
full allegiance. Those who refuse may endure chastisement, even unto 
physical death, and loss of rewards. 
John 15:2 speaks of those “in Me” who bear no fruit and those who bear 
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some fruit.80 Christians who are void of productivity may be taken away 
from this world in physical death (cf. 1 Cor 11:30). Christians who yield 
some productivity for Christ can expect hardship (pruning) to increase 
productivity. 
The call to abide in v. 4 is a command to keep Christ’s commandments.  

“And the one who keeps His commandments abides in Him…”      
[1 John 3:24].  
(See also 1 John 2:28.)  

Those who refuse to keep His commandments are like the branch of v. 6. 
Burning could be an agricultural metaphor. Farmers burn a field to    
purify it from weeds and increase productivity.81 Those who will not 
abide will face God’s purifying chastisement. This is not the loss of     
salvation; rather, these troubles are designed to improve the believer. 
Also, there could be a reference here to loss of rewards. 
1 Cor 3:15 says that at the judgment seat a believer might find some of 
his life’s work burned up. He himself is still saved but loses rewards. 
This second possible interpretation of the nature of burning in John 15:6 
avoids any contradiction with texts that teach eternal security. It also 
has the advantage of being simple and includes John’s definition of  
abiding as obedience in 1 John 3:24.82 The author believes the previous 
view pays closer attention to the original setting and has a better         
explanation of the branch in the fire metaphor. Regardless of the          
interpretation one prefers, it ought to be evident that John 15:1-8 need 
not contradict eternal security. 

6. Rom 11:11-32 
You will say then, “Branches were broken off so that I might be 
grafted in.” Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but 
you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did 
not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you. Behold 
then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell, severity, but 
to you, God’s kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you 
also will be cut off. And they also, if they do not continue in their 
unbelief, will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again       
[Rom 11:19-23]. 

a. The Jew-Gentile issue  
                                                           
80 Unlike the “Judas View,” the chastisement view would interpret both types of branches in v. 2 as saved. Both would have inner 
spiritual union. There would be saved branches “in Me” with no fruit and other saved branches that produce fruit. However, just 
as with the “Judas View,” the phrase in Me in v. 2 would not be identical with abiding. It would still be the case that those “in 
Me” might not be abiding, i.e., keeping the commandments. 
81 The author believes that the burning in Heb 6:8 does speak of the burning of a believer in chastisement. However, notice that 
in Hebrews 6 the illustration is of a field. Fire burns off weeds and impurities from a field and improves a field’s productivity 
without destroying it. However, John 15 uses a branch as an illustration. Fire would totally destroy a branch. The “Judas View” 
has an advantage in taking the warning to be that of hell. Also, if fire equals chastisement in John 15:6 what does the pruning of 
v. 2 mean? Would it not be better to see chastisement as included in pruning (v. 2) with fire (v. 6) as a reference to an even more 
severe danger? 
82 By contrast, 1 John 2:5-6 and 4:15 seem to take abide as reference to being saved. 
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Paul’s question in Rom 11:1 concerns whether God has rejected Israel. 
No, He has not rejected Israel because there is a believing remnant. 
However, because of Jewish unbelief (v. 20) God has suspended His work 
for Israel as a special people above all others. Now God includes gentiles 
in His place of blessing. Israel as a nation was cut off from God’s place of 
blessing, but this does not allow gentile arrogance toward Israel. Paul 
explains that jealousy over gentile blessing may lead some Jews to faith 
in Christ (vv. 11, 14). In the future millennial Kingdom God will return 
Israel to a special position (vv. 25-27). In the meantime, gentiles must 
not feel God’s attention upon them comes from superiority over Jews. In 
explaining the relationship between Jew and gentile, Paul uses the 
illustration of an olive tree. 

b. The Original Olive Tree  
The olive tree in Romans 11 is not the church. In a general sense it is the 
place of God’s favor, the place of spiritual opportunity and blessings. 
More specifically, the olive tree is the place of blessings through 
Abraham. Since the root is holy (Abraham and the Patriarchs), so are the 
branches (following generations of Jews, especially those with faith). 
Gentiles owe all their spiritual benefits to Israel.  
Note carefully that the original olive tree (Old Testament Judaism) held 
branches consisting of saved and unsaved Jews. Some of the Jewish 
branches were believers, but some had no faith (v. 20). Therefore, this 
tree is not the tree of salvation, but rather a tree that pictures a broad 
range of spiritual opportunities and blessings. Blessings stemming from 
Abraham include eternal salvation (only for those with faith). However, 
blessings from Abraham upon Jews include other areas such as     
abundant knowledge about God through the Scriptures and prophetic 
leaders; practical wisdom in terms of family, business, and governmental 
relationships; and the blessings of ready access to God and living in a 
nation with many believers. Even the unsaved Israelites enjoyed many 
advantages.  
However, because of unbelief God broke off all unbelieving Jews from the 
place of special blessing. God abrogated the Law of Moses including    
Judaism. Removing these unbelieving Jews from a place of God’s special 
attention did not involve a loss of salvation because those without faith 
never had salvation.  The primary definition of “breaking off” a branch is 
not loss of salvation but rather hardening (see vv. 7-25). The hardening 
of unbelieving Israel constitutes a breaking off from the place of special 
blessings for Israel. 

c. The Gentile Relationship to the Olive Tree 
God removed unbelieving Israel as an object of special opportunity and 
privilege. God then extended opportunities and special blessings to all 
nations (gentiles). Just as the original tree had both saved and unsaved 
Jews, the merger of gentiles to the place of blessing involves saved and 
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unsaved gentiles. In Romans 11, Paul addresses his readers as gentiles 
(v. 13). The pronoun you in his argument addresses the Romans as   
gentiles. The pronoun they refers to Jews. Just as with Judaism, even 
unsaved gentiles can benefit from Christianity through common      
blessings. Unsaved gentiles still can have access to truth through the 
Scriptures and through churches. Cultures which and individuals who 
adhere to Biblical ethics benefit in terms of the family, business,        
government, and criminal/judicial affairs. However, permanent blessings 
from God come only to those with faith. Verse 20 teaches that “you   
(gentiles) stand only by faith.” The gentiles that do have permanent 
standing within the tree of God’s blessing possess their position by faith. 
No gentile must ever think that God’s interest in gentiles has to do with 
an inherent superiority over Jews. One can see the danger of Romans 
looking down upon Jews. However, all gentiles have a debt to Israel for 
truth in Jewish Scriptures, Jewish prophets and a Jewish Messiah       
(v. 18). 
The gentiles who do stand in a permanent place of blessing do so only by 
faith (v. 20). However, unbelieving gentile Christians can no more be 
saved than unbelieving Jews. There may be many temporary blessings 
from Christian influence, and exposure to Christian truth, but gentiles 
who lack faith will be cut off from eternal blessings. The warning in      
vv. 20-22 does not involve a loss of salvation. Unbelieving gentiles, who 
share many blessings by God’s work among the gentiles, face a danger of 
removal from all blessing in this life and eternity. Cutting off would not 
refer to a loss of salvation. Unbelievers are not saved in the first place. 
The cutting off refers to a hardening of unbelieving gentiles just as it    
refers to a hardening of unbelieving Jews (vv. 7 and 25). Continuance of 
God’s kindness comes only by faith (cf. Rom 2:4 where God’s kindness 
leads to repentance). An unbeliever can experience God’s temporary 
common grace, but only believers have continuance in eternal grace. The 
danger of being removed from God’s blessing comes from unbelief,        
(v. 20). Being cut off from the place of blessing means removal from 
temporary blessing such as Christian instruction and blindness to the 
truth. This is not a loss of salvation but does concern salvation. 
Unbelieving gentiles who are hardened, i.e., blind to truth, can never 
believe and, therefore, have no hope of salvation.  

d. Conclusion  
Rom 11:11-32 should not be used as an objection to Eternal Security. 
Branches cut off the olive tree are unbelievers being removed from      
exposure to God’s blessing and being hardened in their unbelief. 
Common grace extends to all gentiles. However, only those with faith 
continue in God’s grace for eternity (v. 20). Permanent blessings come by 
faith, not by any superiority of gentiles over Jews. 

7. 1 Cor 6:9-10 (Gal 5:19-21, See also Eph 5:5) These texts have already 
been studied under Section V of this chapter, “Genuine Salvation Results in 
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Good Works.” Paul’s words mean that an ongoing “practice” of sin without 
conviction or repentance gives indication a person has never been saved. 
Christians are indeed capable of isolated involvement in any sin. However, 
habitual sin is inconsistent with salvation. We do not know God’s definition 
of the practice of sin. Therefore, these warnings end up primarily being a 
personal warning to people in long-term sins. These people should examine 
themselves to consider whether they really believe in Christ (2 Cor 13:5). 
Relative to evaluating others, a categorical denial of another’s salvation 
should not be made based on their behavior alone if they profess faith. 
However, a working assumption can be made that a person in lasting sin 
might not be a genuine believer. In such cases a Christian worker should 
repeat the gospel of grace. The issue in the above texts is not loss of        
salvation. It concerns practical evidence that a person has never possessed 
salvation. 

8. 1 Cor 9:24-27  
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. And everyone 
who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They 
then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 
Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a 
way, as not beating the air; but I buffet my body and make it my 
slave, lest possibly, after I have preached to others, I myself should be 
disqualified [1 Cor 9:24-27]. 

Paul’s subject here cannot be salvation. Salvation does not come through 
human work. The athletic imagery involves rewards for the believer at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. Mention of disqualification in v. 27 is not the loss 
of salvation. Paul is concerned about being disqualified from ministry due to 
sin. He works hard so as to not be disqualified from gaining a full reward. 
(Possible references to loss of rewards: Col 2:18; 2 John 8; Rev 3:11.) 

9. 1 Cor 11:28-32  
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks 
judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly....But when 
we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not 
be condemned along with the world [1 Cor: 11:28, 29, 32].  

There need be no confusion over this communion text. Perhaps the King 
James translation of “damnation” in v. 29 is the source of the problem. 
However, the warning to Corinthian believers is of a judgment that is clearly 
distinguished from the condemnation which the world receives. The danger 
is not eternal condemnation but rather of temporal chastisement, such as 
weakness, sickness, or physical death (v. 30). 
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10.  1 Cor 15:1-2; Col 1:21-23 83  
…by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I 
preached to you, unless you believed in vain [1 Cor 15:2]. 
[I]f indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, 
and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, 
which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 
Paul, was made a minister [Col 1:23]. 

Biblical calls to continue in the faith are quite consistent with the security of 
believers. God uses such Scriptural commands to keep believers in the faith 
and thereby keep them in salvation. 
Those with genuine faith might have doubts, or disobey, or even 
occasionally verbally deny Christianity to others, but genuine believers do 
not sincerely repudiate the deity, resurrection, or blood of Christ within 
their own hearts or to God the Father.  Jesus says in John 10:4b-5, “…the 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. And a stranger they simply 
will not follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 1 John 2:19 teaches that those who renounce Christ and His 
cross never were saved in the first place: “They went out from us, but they 
were not really of us, for if they had been of us, they would have remained 
with us, but they went out in order that it might be shown that they all are 
not of us.” Genuine believers always believe. Though salvation is a past 
tense matter (e.g., Eph 2:8, 9; and Titus 3:5, both past tense in the Greek), 
faith in the Bible is often in the present tense (e.g., John 3:16 “…that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish...”). Genuine believers always 
believe because God keeps them in the faith. 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you 
stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy…[Jude 24]. 
[T]o obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time [1 Pet 1:4-5].84 

Warnings in the Bible to “keep the faith” are not inconsistent with thinking 
                                                           
83 It is difficult to know whether to include Luke 9:62 in this classification. Jesus is probably saying that the disciple who “looks 
back” is especially unworthy of God’s grace and blessings, but He is not saying he has no salvation. Such a person is unfit for 
ministry. However, if the topic is salvation not Christian living, then Luke 9:62 teaches one who repudiates Christ never had 
saving faith as in the line of reasoning given above (1 Cor 15:1-2 and Col 1:21-23). A person who visibly follows Jesus and/or 
even participates in Christian work but falls back to a former repudiation of the cross possesses at best intellectual faith or 
emotional faith but never trusted Jesus. (See Chapter 9, Part 2: “Salvation Applied” section II.B.2, p. 133, for explanation of 
intellectual or emotional faith.) 
84 Peter does not explain whether faith in 1 Pet 1:5 refers to a past faith, i.e., initial saving faith or an ongoing faith in the present. 
Those who adhere to Eternal Security usually see the faith in v. 5 as a past initial act of faith. Initial faith in Christ brings God’s 
protection and causes a reservation in heaven. On the other hand, Arminians naturally see faith in v. 5 as ongoing faith. So long 
as a person has ongoing faith, he has God’s protection of salvation as reservation in heaven. In all fairness, salvation in 1 Pet 1:5 
refers to a future salvation from sin’s presence, not a past salvation from sin’s penalty. Therefore, faith in v. 5 need not refer to a 
past act of initial faith in Christ but rather ongoing faith in the Christian life. One who comes to 1 Pet 1:4-5 already believing in 
Eternal Security can agree with Arminians that faith refers to ongoing faith. However, there is no doubt that a believer will 
continue to believe. 1 Pet 1:4-5 probably means God’s power protects believers by keeping them in faith. 
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true believers in fact will keep the faith. One of the ways God keeps believers 
in the faith is through Biblical commands and warnings. For those with 
genuine faith, the commands to continue help ensure continuance. Also, 
such commands warn unbelievers within the visible church. There is a need 
for ministers to follow Paul’s example of warning “to continue.” “Test 
yourselves to see if you are in the faith” (2 Cor 13:5). Some who think they 
have saving faith really have only intellectual or emotional faith. (See 
Chapter 9, Part 2: “Salvation Applied,” section II.B., p.133.) Paul’s warnings 
in 1 Cor 15:1-2 and Col 1:21-23 are concerns that some in New Testament 
churches lacked trust in Christ. Any definition of faith other than trust 
constitutes a vain faith that will not last. Thus, Paul’s warnings do not 
concern believers who might lose salvation, but those whose concept of faith 
does not involve trust (dependence, reliance) in Christ, God the Son, who 
died and rose again. These would not lose salvation. Instead, they do not 
have salvation because they lack the kind of faith that saves. 

11. Gal 5:1-4 
It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm 
and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. Behold I, Paul, say to 
you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to 
you….You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be 
justified by law; you have fallen from grace [Gal 5:1,2,4]. 

a. Law Versus Grace  
The debate in the book of Galatians concerns the choice between Law 
and Grace. Are people saved by Law-keeping (either the Law of Moses or 
other systems of laws) or are they saved by grace? Paul in Galatians    
argues for the doctrine of grace instead of Law (e.g., Gal 2:16; 3:11; etc.). 
Pages of verses can be quoted that salvation does not come through good 
works. (See Chapter 9, Part 2: “Salvation Applied,” section II.F., p. 142 
“Believe and Work to Earn Salvation.”) It is inexcusable to add works to 
faith as a requirement for salvation.  However, some Christians from New 
Testament days to the present have been confused. Many try to merge 
faith and works. Faith alone saves. Works add nothing. When a person 
trusts in good works or religious rituals, he is definitely unsaved; but 
how shall we evaluate the spiritual status of one who mixes faith and 
works, grace and Law? Heresy is confusing. It is wrong to trust in both 
Christ and Law-keeping for salvation, but many adopt such false 
thinking. Likely, millions are really trusting in their own goodness or in 
their religion without any real faith in Christ and the cross. These are 
unsaved despite their associations with Christian organizations and 
rituals. 
Nevertheless, Acts 15:5 refers to the “Pharisees who had believed” 
insisting that circumcision and Law-keeping were also essential for 
salvation. Therefore, it seems possible for genuine Christians to become 
confused over the conditions for salvation. Even believers can be led 
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astray by false teaching. Paul’s writings in the book of Galatians show 
his concern that saved people can fall away from the true doctrine of 
grace. Those who insist upon Law-keeping for salvation might be saved, 
or they might be unsaved (“false brethren,” Gal 2:4). Perhaps only God 
knows whether those with such false ideas have faith in Christ (2 Tim 
2:19). God can tell when one is really trusting his own goodness or 
trusting a church to save. God can also determine whether some have 
weak faith in the cross even when they also needlessly do more to 
“guarantee” salvation because they lack assurance. They are saved but 
add works to faith as a means of being extra certain to obtain salvation. 
They keep the Law as an extra measure of precaution. No doubt some 
with such weak faith will actually be surprised to find they had salvation 
through grace alone and endured much needless anxiety in this life. 
While Galatians has a strong message for unbelievers who base salvation 
on their own goodness, the original recipients were already saved. In 
Galatians 5 Paul urges them to        continue their lives in freedom from 
the Law. He wants them to continue in grace theology and in a Christian 
way of life based upon grace        theology not to fall away from grace 
doctrines and a grace-oriented Christian life. 

b. No Benefit in This Life (Gal 5:2)  
What happens to believers who trust in the Lord Jesus but then add the 
idea they must also keep the Law (the Law of Moses or other forms of 
laws) to either earn or keep salvation? 
Paul should not be understood as warning the Galatians they would lose 
salvation. Yet, by adopting a mixture of Law and grace they would lose all 
the benefits of Christ as it pertains to this life. Believers who abandon 
the doctrine of grace do not lose eternal life, but they do lose truths that 
are absolutely necessary to living the Christian life. Works theology      
inevitably leads to lack of assurance. Fear, not gratitude, becomes the 
motivation for work. As opposed to enjoyment of God’s unconditional love 
and grace, a believer who thinks salvation is in doubt without additional 
works cannot have the benefits of true Christianity. Christ does not    
operate through a system of Law. Therefore, in a sense, it is not even 
possible to live the true Christian life by mixing Law and grace. Believers 
who try to add Law to grace are not really living a Christian life as taught 
in the New Testament. When Paul says in Gal 5:2 that those who mix 
Law and grace lose the benefit of Christ, he does not mean they lose 
eternal life. He does mean they lose all benefits of the Christian life in 
this world. Gal 5:4 gives the strongest type of warning to believers (the 
Galatians were believers – Gal 5:1) who are in danger of falling away from 
the doctrine of grace. 

c. Severed from Christ (Gal 5:4) 
The phrase “fallen from grace” in Gal 5:4 does not refer to a loss of     
salvation. Those who place themselves back under a yoke of the Law fall 
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away from the doctrine of grace and from the outlook and relationship to 
Christ based on a system of grace. Being “severed from Christ” means 
that those who fall from grace theology and from the Christian life arising 
from it are cut off from fellowship with Christ. To abandon the real way of 
Christian living for an unscriptural way that God will not use means    
being severed from opportunities for Christian growth and service.          
A  person can still be saved though he attempts to add works to grace. 
However, he cannot really experience Christian living. Also, those with 
such false doctrines are totally unqualified to minister to others. It is the 
theological equivalent to “malpractice”: they harm others spiritually by 
their error. In addition to being severed from fellowship and genuine  
ministry, they are severed from Christian growth and activity. Christ and 
the Spirit of Christ operate by grace, not by Law. Those who add works to 
faith cut themselves off from the only way Christ wants to lead them. 

d. Conclusion on Gal 5:1-4 
The warnings of Gal 5:1-4 can be interpreted as consistent with Eternal 
Security. Paul does not threaten a loss of eternal life. However, his words 
are as harsh as possible without implying an eternity in hell. Believers 
who get mixed-up ideas that salvation requires Law-keeping lose all the 
benefits of Christ relative to living real Christianity (v. 2). To fall away 
from the doctrine of grace and the way of Christian living arising from it 
is to be cut off from fellowship with Christ (v. 4). Since the truths about 
God’s grace are essential to Biblical Christian living, believers who     
disagree are cut off in terms of potential for growth and ministry (v. 4). 
Believers who misunderstand grace do not lose salvation, but they do 
lose the foundation for Christian living. The extreme consequences 
explain Paul’s deep concern for the Galatians. 

12. 2 Tim 2:12b 
...if we deny Him, He will also deny us...[2 Tim 2:12b]. 

In the context, Paul has told Timothy to “be strong” (v. 1) and to “suffer 
hardship” (v. 3). Then he gives examples of disciplined lives, a soldier (v. 
4), an athlete (v. 5), and a farmer (v. 6). 
The statement in 2 Tim 2:12b is part of an early Christian hymn. While 
the specific interpretation in each phrase can be difficult, the overall 
hymn teaches the merits of dedication and discipline. 
If “we” is restricted to saved people, then the phrase can mean those who 
are ashamed to admit they are believers (see 2 Tim 1:8) will be denied   
the full rewards God wanted to give them. This would not be a loss of        
salvation but a loss of crowns, higher positions in the Kingdom, or a 
deeper glory in the resurrection body (see 1 Cor 3:15; Col 2:18; 1 John 
2:28; 2 John 8; Rev 3:11 for verses that might speak of a believer losing 
rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ). Actually, the very next 
statement is perhaps an assertion that a believer’s salvation is secure 
even if he or she is denied rewards. “If we are faithless, He remains 
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faithful...”   (2 Tim 2:13a). 
If the “we” in 2 Tim 2:12b is not restricted to believers and involves people 
in general, another interpretation results. Those who deny Christ as   
Savior in this life, i.e., they will not believe on Him, will be denied by the 
Lord in the future judgment (see Matt 7:22-23). Then the next verse (v.13) 
would mean those who are faithless (unbelievers) will face eternal    
judgment. God will be faithful to His own justice and His warnings of   
destruction. 
The first view fits a context that calls for believers to endure hardship. We 
will be denied rewards if we disobey. However, the second view also fits 
the subject in vv. 9-10 (enduring hardship so that the elect obtain 
salvation and eternal glory). Perhaps 2 Tim 2:11-12a refers to the saved 
that obtain life and also rewards. 2 Tim 2:12b-13 would then refer to 
those who deny Christ as Savior and are faithless (unbelievers). These will     
forfeit eternal glory and be denied salvation. By either way of 
understanding this phrase, it is compatible with the doctrine that a 
believer does not lose salvation. 

 


